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THE SOCIAL ISSUES  OF FAITH

PASSING THROUGH personal character,
this creative faith of Gladstone became an
important element in the great social and national
enterprises of his day. It is not for us, at this
time, to attempt to pass judgment upon the public
causes which were identified with his name. We
may merely note that the years have certainly not
detracted from the reputation of the statesman,
who, both in foreign and home policy, was led
to adopt or to propose measures, which were the
subject of fierce controversy at the time. Two
points, however, we may refer to, because they
so clearly reveal the issues of faith in the
realm of political action.

He was an idealist. " No one doubts/' wrote
T. H. Green in his "Prolegomena to Ethics,"
"that a man who improves the current morality
of his time must be something of an Idealist."
Christianity is essentially the acceptance of an
ideal as the supreme reality. It has changed the
world because it has seen beyond the world. Its
power has been reinforced by its dreams. It is
revolutionary and conservative at the same time.